Newsletter Spring 2009

In this Newsletter we are focusing on the current economic
conditions, offering information for businesses and possible
ways to save money.

We now have a new Sirius website full of

information and downloads.

Take a look at the events page to see forthcoming
seminars and workshops.

We are updating the directory so if you wish to be
included forward a logo and a brief description of your
business to jane@sirius-hull.co.uk

Continues to arrange monthly meetings for free one to one
advice with the Inland Revenue Business Support Team

0 and a representative from Southgates Accountants.
If you require any assistance _from either HM Revenue
contact the office for an appointment.
& Customs
Dates for 2009 are ;-
Thursday 26th March
Tursciay 30 Apr &

Thursday 28th May

New Statutory Payment Rates 2009/2010.

Statutory Sick Pay weekly rate is £79.15 from 6th April 2009.
Statutory Maternity Pay for payment weeks starting on or after
5th April 2009 is, first 6 weeks 90% of weekly earnings and the
remaining weeks at £123.06.

New minimum wage for apprentices comes into effect from 5th
April, rising from £80 to £95 per week.

Free workshops being run by HM Revenue & Customs
Employers Annual Returns (P35), 21st April - to help delegates
meet their end of year responsibilities and deadlines for tax and
national insurance.

An Introduction to VAT, 27th April - aimed at newly registered
businesses intending to register for VAT.

How to use the Employer CD - Rom, 28th April - showing the
best features of the CD - Rom, how to use the payroll calcula-
tors and how to complete forms on screen.

Whats New for Employers, 3rd April - aimed at employers and
anyone who has just set up their own business or become self-
employed.

All the above are held at HM Revenue & Customs, Ferensway,
Hull. Contact 0845 302 1414 for details.

Business Link is holding an informal drop in event at the KC Stadium,
Hull. Thursday 2nd April 8.30 —14.30. “Meet the Buyer” gives you a
chance to meet buyers from a wide range of Council departments from
Hull City Council, East RidingCouncil, North Lincolnshire Council and
a wide range of other public sector buyers. You will pick up tips on
how to write tenders etc.

We are all aware of the current difficult trading condi-
tions, and that cost cutting where possible is all impor-
tant. It has been suggested that in order to encourage
employees to take more responsibility for reducing
company outgoings - and lessen the environmental
impact - employers should disclose the gas, electricity
and water bills to employees. The more the staff are aware of the
rising costs and their effect on the business, the
more they will be encouraged to adopt the same
cost cutting approach as they would at home.
For further information visit: http://
www.environwise.gov.uk - where you will find a
number of initiatives and guides to help you save
money and protect the environment at the same
time.

: A new report suggests that in spite of the current eco-
: nomic crisis, home businesses are booming. Many

: people are using their garage, spare room or garden

: shed instead of renting premises as it is much

: cheaper! :
: There are now 2.5 million home businesses, which is a :
: 16% increase on 12 months ago.
: If you are thinking of starting your own business, con- :
: tact Sirius who can offer you free advice on all as-

: pects of starting your own business.

: The list below is just a small selection of businesses :
: that Sirius have helped to start up and run a success- :
: ful business. :

TAS BOOKS is a complete working program perfect
for start-up and small businesses. Simple and
straightforward to use, it helps you to keep track of

your cash, and shows you at-a-glance who owes you
money and who you owe money to. The Basic ver-
sion is now available to download for FREE.
Download via www.pcadvisor.co.uk

Latest Sirius supported businesses include:-

i-EmployLtd. HR and employment law specialists.
Offering a personal service to all businesses, large or
small.

Call to find out if we can help you with any employment
issues, or call for a home/office visit for more informa-
tion on iEmploy.

Claudia Haite: sales director 07776 441894
Claud_rosel01@hotmail.com

Head 2 Toe. Hair and Beauty Salon in the centre of the
seaside town of Withernsea. Offer- : -
ing a range of beauty treatments
alongside a busy hair salon. Pic-
tured is proprietor Becky Hunt. Call
01964 614772 for an appointment or
enquiry.

Masons Property Repairs. Established company offer-
ing a complete service in all aspects of property re-
pairs. With their own builders, plumbers, plasters,
electricians etc. a complete pro-
ject can be done by contacting
just one supplier. For further
information contact Lee Mason
on 07724 723713, 01482
794324 or e-mail
info@mason08.karoo.co.uk

The Business List
Online UK Business Directory

Free Business Listings
www.the-business-list.co.uk




interact with an expert panel.

startups.co.uk is a useful website for budding entrepreneurs, offering help and advice on all aspects
of running a successful business. You will find the answers to many questions you may have
whether you are thinking about or have already started in business.
There are “webinars” where you can watch live, ask questions and

Log on to startups.co.uk to register and benefit from their expert advice.

startups %

East Riding of Yorkshire Council’'s Business Services Team
are offering FREE e-learning courses for you and your em-
ployees.
Courses available include:

Online Food Hygiene Levels 1 & 2

ECDL (European Computer Driving Licence)

Sales and Marketing

Health and Safety

Any many more
These courses are accessed via the internet. Therefore they
can be completed either in the workplace or at home.
For a full list of courses available and further details, contact
Hayley
Sheldon-Dexter on 01377 240940 or e-mail Hayley.sheldon-
dexter@eastriding.gov.uk.

" Saturday 4th April 2009
}%/ ‘ /‘k “Top Hats & Tiaras Wedding Fayre”

At the
Kingstown Hotel, Hedon. 11am—4pm.
Lots of Exhibitors with expert advice including: -
Lets Party Balloon Events, Craven Park Conference Events,
Silver Lane Wedding Cars, Gladstone Jewellers, Ella D Bridal Wear,
Sweet Cake Company, Expozure Photography and many more.

FOR SALE
ESTABLISHED FLORISTS BUSINESS

IN THE HOLDERNESS AREA
CONTACT SIRIUS FOR DETAILS

FOR SALE
BUSY POST OFFICE AND GROCERY STORE
IN
EAST RIDING VILLAGE
CONTACT SIRIUS FOR DETAILS

/&

The NFEA have approached us asking if we have any

clients who would be interested in taking part in a Tele-

vision programme about couples or families who are
setting up interesting, brand new busi-
nesses in the midst of the credit crunch.

Or have you used your redundancy
money to start your own business? If any-
one is interested please contact Sirius as
soon as possible so we can forward your
details to the television companies.

9‘4 For Ladies only! 9‘%
™ With the media telling us that times are hard, |
-}:é WIRE asked one member, Mel McGee ,if it was a -):é
|, good time to be in business? “Yes! A woman is I/
7iN like a tea bag—you don't know how strong she is 7)<
Alz until you put her in hot water. In times like these, NIz
ZIN women in business get to prove how strong and 7™
%:% resourceful they are. As the boss you have the .):é
\/ freedom to be innovative and creative in your ap- \
7/~ proach to keeping your business and yo_urself to-
Az gether when the going gets tough! It is important Az
7|\ not to use the credit crunch as an excuse forre- 7\
Alz jecting ideas and opportunities”. Az
“IN This was echoed by many members. Belowisa 7™
9:% list of tips from members for being “Proactive, not 9:%
U/ Reactive”. \/
N Diversifying is the way to go— having a double 7
Az - edged sword can work financially, opening Az
7N different marketing opportunities. 7N
%:% Remember you can't solve a problem with the .):é
\/ same brain that created it, sometimes we are \
7/~  Justtoo close to our product or service to be 7~
I/ able to see what else is on offer. So ask peo- ,,
AN ple you know—your customers, friends, family AN
Az suppliers. What would they do? Az
71N watch others—look at how others are market- 7™
—):é ing themselves. Not every business has to -}:é
\/ market in the same way. Consider what peo- \/
7N ple in other industries are doing, you never 7N
Alz know it could work for you. Alz
7N\ Use networking events to your benefit. Not 7N
%:% only do they provide potential new business é’é

leads, they offer a morale boost and a chance |
—}:é to discuss economic concerns. -}:é
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You can now download this and previous newsletters on our web-
site: www.sirius-hull.co.uk.

If you require any further help or information please contact Alan,
Carole or Jane on 01482 890146 or e-mail jane@sirius-hull.co.uk
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